The synovial membrane contains a distinctive intimal lining, one to two cells thick, composed of specialised synovial lining cells.' A macrophage-like type A synovial lining cell has been described' 2 by means of ultrastructural,>" histochemical,7 functional,' and immunologicalW'2 investigations. Experiments with mouse radiation chimeras'3 14 and the immunohistochemical demonstration of leucocyte common antigen'2 and monocyte/macrophage markersW'2 on synovial lining cells have shown that some of these cells originate in bone marrow. These cells are known to be actively phagocytic'"'8 and, together with subintimal macrophages, form what has been described as the articular territory of the reticuloendothelial system."6 In conditions such as rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis, where there is synovial lining cell hyperplasia, increased numbers of cells with macrophage-like features are present in the synovial intima.12-14 19 Although type A cells in the synovial lining are considered part of the mononuclear phagocyte system, their precise lineage and developmental pathway is unknown. It 
